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The Energy Crisis Facing Small Stores

Did you know the average corner store in Mexico City spends 40% of its operating budget on electricity?
That's according to 2023 data from the National Retail Federation. With refrigeration needs, lighting
requirements, and payment systems running 24/7, grocery store owners are getting squeezed harder than
avocados at a guacamole contest.

Last month, | met Mar?a Gonz?ez who runs a 150m? abarrotes shop in Guadalgjara. Her electric bill just hit
15,000 MXN ($750) monthly - that's up 28% from pre-pandemic levels. "Every peso | save on electricity
means | can stock more regional snacks or hire another cashier,” she told me, wiping sweat from her brow
literally and financially.

The Vicious Cycle of Rising Costs
Conventional wisdom says you've got three options when energy prices spike:

Raise product prices (and risk losing customers)
Reduce operating hours (and lose late-night sales)
Compromise refrigeration (hello spoiled milk lawsuits)

But what if there's a fourth way? Something that could actually turn your store into an energy producer rather
than just a consumer?

Why Solar Panels for Grocery Stores Make Sense
Let's cut through the hype: solar isn't just for eco-warriors anymore. Modern photovoltaic systems have
become practical investments with payback periods under 5 years in sun-rich areas. But how does this
trandlate specifically for your tienda de abarrotes?
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Case Study: Oxxo's Solar Experiment
Mexico's largest convenience chain converted 127 stores to hybrid solar systems in 2022. Their internal report
shows:

62% average reduction in grid electricity use
1.2 million MXN saved across the pilot stores
38% faster cooling recovery after power outages

Now, you're probably thinking: "But | don't have Oxxo's budget!" Fair point. That's where modular systems
from companies like Highjoule Technologies comeiin.

What Y ou Need: Beyond Just Panels
A complete solar energy system for shops requires three key components.

1. Photovoltaic (PV) Panels
Highjoule's C&I Series panels achieve 21.3% efficiency - crucia for stores with limited roof space. Their
anti-dust coating reduces Mexico's notorious PM 2.5 buildup by 40% compared to standard models.

2. Smart Inverters

The real magic happens here. Our HJT-8000 inverters constantly optimize power flow between solar panels,
batteries, and grid supply. During last April's heatwave, a Monterrey store used this system to prioritize
freezer power automatically when temperatures spiked.

3. Battery Storage

Highjoule's new Blade batteries use lithium iron phosphate chemistry - safer and longer-lasting than traditional
lead-acid. your store keeps running during blackouts while neighboring shops lose perishables. Tak about
competitive advantage!

How Highjoule Simplifies Commercia Solar
We've installed over 1,200 systems in Latin American retail spaces since 2018. Our turnkey solution handles
everything:

Custom energy audits using thermal imaging drones

Local permit paperwork (we know which offices still require stamped paper forms!)
Integrated monitoring with WhatsA pp business alerts

Miguel ?ngel's Soriana Express in Puebla saw a 73% drop in energy costs after switching. "The best part?' he
says. "l can check my solar production while restocking shelves - no engineering degree needed.”
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Breaking Down Costs & Savings
Let's get rea about pesos and centavos. For atypical 200m? store:

System sizel5kW

Upfront cost$385,000 MXN
Monthly savings$8,200 MXN
Payback period3.9 years

And here's the kicker: with new government subsidies introduced in May 2023, you can now claim 35% of
installation costs as tax credits. That effectively drops the payback period to just over 2.5 years!

The Maintenance Myth
"But won't | need a full-time technician?' Nope. Our systems require only bi-annual cleaning - basically

hosing down panels during the rainy season. The batteries? They're designed to last 15 years with zero
maintenance.

Look, transitioning to solar power isn't about saving the planet (though that's a nice bonus). It's about
protecting your margins in an industry where razor-thin profits meet ever-rising costs. The question isn't "Can
| afford to go solar?' but rather "Can | afford not to?"

Highjoul€'s team is currently booking consultations for Q4 installations. With supply chain issues easing,
now's the time to act before the next round of electricity rate hikes hit. Your future self - and your accountant -

will thank you.

Web: https://www.vbstyl.pl
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